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March 2018
There was a time when I was a sports participant.
I loved to play softball and football whenever
possible. A friend of mine, Dan Markey, lived on a
small farm. His dad, Emmet, knew his son, Dan,
loved sports. So, Emmet took a plot of his land and
made a small ball diamond on it. We also could use that same plot
of ground to play football. The Markey’s went so far as to put up a
goal post, so we could try to kick extra points.
Now I am sure that my parents grew tired of dropping me off and
picking me up on Sundays, (they did not complain) as we played
some kind of ball through the nice days of spring, summer and fall.
I believe my folks and my sisters would go for rides after they
dropped me off, then come back from their ride and get me when
we were finished, usually several hours later.
When I could drive, in the winter I played basketball on the barn
floor of another friend. So yes, I was sports crazy, playing
something most of the time. However, I was not a very good
athlete. Strike that statement; I have never been an athlete. So, I did
participate; excelled, not so much.
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Now as an adult, I was limping around from various sports injuries,
my grandfather was forever quoting the following scripture to me. 1
Cor 13:11-12 “When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like
a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish
ways behind me.” Eventually, I put my bats, glove, balls and footballs
away and became a spectator of sports. One odd thing I found about
this; I am not a lover of watching the sports I used to play. The
excitement just is not there. I always loved watching sports on TV. I
still watch them, but the passion is gone. I watched the Daytona race
on Sunday, a race that in the past I could not wait to watch. I found
very little joy in watching that race. It did not help that the driver I
follow was in a wreck before the halfway point. Something is
happening in my life. Perhaps, as Grandpa Godfrey encouraged, just
perhaps, I am putting my childish ways behind me, with the help of
the Holy Spirit of course.
The Olympics are winding down this week. I have watched bits and
pieces of the games. One of the things I have noticed is how prideful
some of the athletes have been. Now I am a product of my upbringing
as you might be too. We were warned about pride. We were told not
to brag about our accomplishments. I remember the following
scripture; Proverbs 16:18 “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty
spirit before a fall.” I learned that lesson. Our Church softball team
was in a tournament. We were losing by a few runs. I came up with
the bases loaded and no outs. The coach told me to try to hit a fly ball
to get in a run. I remember relaxing and swinging and I hit the ball
over the center fielders head for a triple. I was the hero of that game;
one of the few times this occurred. The next day, I was in a similar
position in the championship game. Hey, I had done it the night
before, no problem. I popped up to the shortstop for an out. We lost
the game.
Maybe I am just an old crotchety grouch, but it bothers me to see the
athletes saying, “I am so proud of the performance I just did.” I have
heard this from athletes that did not even do that well. “I am so proud
of my effort.” Now I can understand being happy with it, knowing you
did the best you can do, but that pride word is unsettling to me.
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I do not know if you watched the 2018 Super Bowl or not. If you
did, I pray that you stayed tuned after the game ended, because
this was the best part. Eagles coach Doug Pederson said the
following. “I can only give the praise to my Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ for giving me this opportunity.” Wow! What a statement of
faith. The sportscaster acted awkward when Doug gave glory to
Christ; he didn’t know what to say. If Doug had said he gives
glory to God, well that is okay. Many believe there are many roads
to different gods. However, when the name of Jesus Christ is used,
the exclusive Christian faith is being set forth.
The coach was not the only one who gave glory to the Lord.
Next up was tight end, Zach Ertz, who caught the game-winning
touchdown. “Glory to God first and foremost,” he told Dan
Patrick, the Sportscaster. Just days ago, while speaking to the
media before the Super Bowl, Ertz told the crowd, “Our number
one goal is to make disciples.”
Eagles quarterback, Nick Foles, said this as he was given the
game’s MVP award. “Unbelievable. All Glory to God. I wouldn’t
be out here without God, without Jesus in my life. I can tell you
that first and foremost.” He shared later, during his post-game
press conference, “I don’t have the strength to come out here and
play this game like that. And that’s an everyday walk. We have
struggles as people, and that’s just been my rock. And my family.”
Austin Dillon won the Daytona race in the “3” car, that Dale
Earnhardt took to his only Daytona 500 win 20 years before.
Dillon said, “I just want to thank the Good Lord above.” I pray
you see how the Lord God can be honored, yes Grandpa, even in
sports.
I havewritten all the above to say this. Bring the Lord God Jesus
Christ honor and glory with your life. We too have opportunities
to give Him honor and praise. We might not have the opportunity
to do this on camera, but we can surely tell anyone who will listen;
about the one who is the head of our life and future. Witness for
Christ every chance you have.
In His perfect love & care, Pastor Stan
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Sermon Topics
03/04 – Series in Romans Continues
"If God Says It…"
Romans 4:20-25
This message follows along the same theme as the last week’s
message. What does it mean, when the Lord God promises us
something? If God says it, then what?
03/11 – "Faith Triumphs in Trouble"
Romans 5:1-5
Oh, how we wish to never have troubles in our lives. Life would be
so much easier if everything went according to our plans.
However, life does not do this. We are not promised a trouble-free
life, but believers are promised several things through faith.
03/18 – Series in Romans Continues
"Our Substitute"
Romans 5:6-11
In the movies, many actors use stunt double’s, someone that looks
somewhat like them performs the dangerous parts of making a
movie. We might say the stunt doubles are the actor’s substitutes.
Praise the Lord God, all of humankind has been given
a Wonderful substitute.
03/25 – Youth Sunday
The Youth Group is Planning and Leading this service.
Come and support these young men and women.
04/01 – Easter Sunday
The Greatest Prank Ever?
Luke 24:1-8
As a kid, I loved April fool’s day. Oh, how I loved to trick an
unsuspecting person. I do not remember Easter falling on April
fool’s day before. (last time was 1956, I was alive but do not
remember) On this day, we will look at the supposed greatest
prank ever. Only one problem; it was not a prank.
4

Prayer Concerns
Experiencing Loss of Loved Ones: the Beard family in their loss of Scott; the
Bostic family in their loss of Joyce; the Houston, Kurtz and Sechrist families in
their loss of John Sechrist; the Lantz family in their loss of Janice; the Larabee,
Unzicker, & Miller families in their loss of Susan; the Mathews, Rogers, &
Kirkdorffer family in their loss of Marge; the McIntosh family in their loss of
Greg; the Piehl family in their loss of David; the Schrock and Miller families in
their loss of Mel Schrock, Merv Miller’s brother-in-law
Experiencing/recovering from health problems: Skip Bauer; Howard Bixler;
Evelyn & Kerri Bowman; Max Eisenhour; Randy Fudge; Dave Fuller; Jordan
Hatfield; Chuck Hernley; Jane Holdeman; Don, Margaret & Shirley Juday; Kaydei
& Mike Kurtz; Eleanor & Zach Lantz; Nadine Lengacher; Joyce Lindsey; Lynn
Marchand; Jason, Judy, Melanie & Willy Miller; Brian & Max Mishler; Sarah
Moore; Tony Neff; Tom Perkins; Mike Reedy; Dorothy Rogers; Doris Runyan;
Teresa Smith; Henry and Sandra Schrock; Connie Swald; Joel Valencourt; Martha
Weaver; DeeAnn, Doris & June Whitehead; Jackie Yoder; Zoe Zimmerman; those
suffering with the flu
Babies-Toddlers: Bells Ministry; Bauer, Piper & Reed Gorshuch; Madilyn
LaFollette; Josh Lambright; Manly Adoption; Leo Miller
Other Concerns: Jolene Bollinger; Clark family; Stacey Darr; those going on the
Dominican mission trip; McFarren Family; Jordan & Erin Smeltzer – 1 year in
Guatemala; Ken & Wanda Weirich’s move; Burundi; Kidnapped Nigerian girls;
COB CHURCH in Nigeria; Our 2017-18 Youth & Leaders; world food crisis;
unnamed requests; natural disasters
Those living with serious illness: Alzheimer’s: Stan Godfrey, Sr; Diabetes:
Luke Krafton; Jerry Nettrourer; Vera Reynolds Cancer: 5th grade student at
Millersburg Elementary; Carol Alleshouse; Phyllis Bosler; Dave Fuller; Joan Gang;
Jan Huber; Elberta Landenberger; Nancy Leatherman; Rosetta Laudermilk; Dale
Manges; John Martin; Bray McClain; JoLinda Petko; Kai Sanborn; Barbara
Shrock; Judy Shumaker; Dan Swartzell; Anna Schwalm; Lon Symensma; Glen
Yoder; Virginia Wysong Heart: Bill & Ruth Alfrey; Ted Carroll; Susan Conrad;
Bonnie Drake; Norma Hershberger; Marilyn Hughes; Marge Neterer; Evelyn
Nettrouer; Alberta Presley; Norm Reynolds; Phyllis Showalter; Phil Wagoner; Opal
Weaver; Wayne Whitehead; Bob York; Melissa Zimmerman; Simon Zook Liver:
Jerrold Kauffman, Kathy Scott; Ray Whitehead Lupus: Lillian Hughes MS: Barb
Arbor; Fran Gingerich; Pat Hammond; Sandy Thurn Parkinson’s: Jim Altizer;
Dorrie Godfrey; Gerry Gooch; Mike Neff; Sandra Schrock
Our Shut-Ins: Wilbur Bowman; John Loucks; Jean Mishler; Loyal Rogers;
Marilyn Smith; Jack & Shirley Unley
Our Missionaries: The Bells (Kenya, Africa); Sharon Brubaker (Alabama);
David & Veola Bucher (Alabama); Jason & Nicole Hoover; IU Christian
Fellowship; Linc & Kay Myers (Budapest Hungary); Pat & Karen Myers
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(Philippines); Karen Neff (Taiwan); Zach & Monika Nolt (Maine); TNT
China; Brandon Wenger; Ken & Janet Winebark (Texas).
Our Country, Government & the children of this community
Those in Leadership: Pastor Stan and family, Deacons, Church Board &
Commissions.
In the Armed Service: Pat O'Keefe; Chad Sechrist; Daniel, Owen & Lindsey
Stech
In the Armed Service: Pat O'Keefe; Chad Sechrist; Daniel, Owen & Lindsey
Stech

Bible Quiz
Devil
1. Jesus cast seven devils out of which woman?
2. Who was tempted by the devil to turn stones into bread?
3. Who received an evil suggestion from the devil during a supper
meal?
4. Who did Satan incite to take a census?
5. Whom did Saul (Paul) call “child of the devil”?
6. Whom did Peter accuse of being tempted by Satan so that he
made a dishonest transaction?
7. How long was Satan to be imprisoned in a bottomless pit?
8. Whom did Satan inflict with boils from head to foot?
9. Who was told that the devil wanted him so that he could sift him
like wheat?
10. Who compared the devil to “a roaring lion”?

Answers found on page 13.
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Announcements

Devotions
Life Changing Power
By Billy Graham
“One day, by a simple act of faith,
I decided to take Jesus Christ at His
word. I could not come by way of the
intellect alone; no one can. That does
not mean that we reject reason. God
has given us minds and the ability to
reason wherever reason is
appropriate, but the final and decisive
step is taken by faith. I came by faith. Does it work when a person
comes, repenting of his sins, to receive Christ by faith? I can only
tell you that it worked in my own life. Something did happen to me. I
didn’t become perfect, but the direction of my life was changed. I
found a new dimension to life. I found a new capacity to love that I
had never known before.”
~ Billy Graham
Prayer for the day
“The day I received You, Lord, it was a childlike act of faith. My
whole life was changed!”
~ Billy Graham
Source: https://billygraham.org/devotion/life-changing-power/

I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me.
~ Galatians 2:20
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PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW if your address changes. The
postal service is penalizing organizations/companies that have
forwarding requests and not keeping their addresses up to date.
THE GNNS WILL BE HOSTING A HACIENDA GIVE BACK:
on Monday, March 5 (all day). Hacienda will give GNNS 20% of the
orders with a token including gift card orders. Last year, the gift card
orders really boosted our earnings by almost $200.00! There are signup sheets in the classroom to order gift cards (please give your money
Janette Griffith.) The tokens are available in the narthex. Thank you
so much for your support.
CHIMES CHOIR: Our church is blessed to have 3 octaves of
chimes that are different from the colored bells played by the children
and different from the brass bells played by adults. Let's put them to
use on Palm Sunday, March 25th. Teresa Smith has prepared one
song with color-coded music that anyone 10 years or older can
play. We will practice for a short time in the sanctuary after Sunday
School on March 4, March 11 & March 18th. Come and discover
whether you have this joyous talent.
CARD MAKING CLASS: The Women’s Fellowship is hosting a
card making class taught by Candy Slabaugh, Mary Mishler’s
daughter, on March 22 at 6:30 PM. You will make two cards and
maybe a third if time permits. See the examples on the bulletin board
outside of the nursery. There is no cost to attend the class. Please
register for the class using the signup sheets in the Sunday school
classrooms. Registration is due by March 18. Please contact Mary
Mishler at 831-2857 for additional information.
WOMEN & GIRLS GAME NIGHT is on April 20 from 6-9 PM.
There will be a light dinner/snacks available. There is no cost to
attend. Bring games and puzzles that you love and your friends. It will
be a great night of fellowship and fun.
YOUR 2018 CHURCH DIRECTORY is in your church mailbox.
Please let Angie McFarren know if you want an additional directory
for a family member or friend.
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Guess Who
1. Birthday:
April 13, 1982
2. Birthplace:
Goshen, IN
3. Book you are reading now:
Total Money Makeover
4. Favorite hobby or past time:
Hunting & bike riding
5. Perfect pizza:
Meat lovers
6. Last movie you watched:
The Mountain Between Us
7. Favorite TV show:
Mountain Men
8. Instrument played:
None
9. A weakness of yours:
Peanut butter
10. A fear:
Snakes
11. A strength:
Punctual & detailed oriented
12. Goal you wish to achieve this year: Become a full-time realtor
13. Bedtime:
9:30 PM
14. Wake up time:
5:15 AM
15. Thoughts when you first awake:
How many days until
Saturday?
16. Favorite restaurant:
Texas Road House
17. Favorite Bible verse:
Philippians 4:13
18. Most memorable NPCOB moment:
Wedding
19. Which church pew can you be found in: East side, half way
back
20. What is your job/where do you work:
Engineer &
Primetime . . . Realtor
21. How long have you attended NPCOB:
19 years
Answer found on page 13.

Bloopers




Barbara remains in the hospital and needs blood donors for
more transfusions. She is also having trouble sleeping and
requests tapes of Pastor Nelson’s sermons.
Hymn: “I Love Thee My Ford.”
Ushers will eat latecomers.
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Serving You This Month
Acolytes:
4 M. Barton & L. Griffith
11 N. Lambright & Logan Miller
18 CJ Drake & G. Zimmerman
25 N. Freund & P. Moore

Worship Leaders:
4 Rachel Stiver
11 Worship Team
18 Mike Zimmerman
25 Youth

Chorister Schedule:
4 Pam Reedy
11 Worship Team
18 Cindy Clayton
25 Worship Team

Scripture Readers:
4 Sally McFarren
11 Katie Kuhn
18 Bonnie Kurtz
25 Youth

Story Tellers:
4 Holly Kuhn
11 Kay Method
18 Janet Showalter
25 Youth

Ushers:
Lee Kurtz, Skip Smeltzer,
Phil Wagoner, M. Zimmerman

Greeters:
4 S. Bollinger & B. Miller
11 Bob & Pam Reedy
18 S. Knepp & L. Jones
25 B. Kurtz & B. Miller

Coffee Kitchen:

Nursery During Worship:
4 Jenni Godfrey
11 Nadine Godfrey
18 Ashley Lambright
25 Sam Steffen

Nursery During Sunday School:

Class 15

4
11
18
25

Emily Barton
Kayla Freund
Becky Drake
Libby Clayton

Children’s Church
4 Janet Showalter, CJ Drake, Natalia Freund, & Zoe Zimmerman
18 Holly & Katie Kuhn, Logan Miller, & Janet Showalter
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Statistics
MONTHLY STATISTICS:
Average Sunday School Attendance:
Average Worship Attendance:
Average General Fund Offering:

Youth News
83
125
$4,231.72

GENERAL FUND REPORT:
Given:
Needed:
Difference:

$34,579.80
$34,724.31
($144.51)

Recipe from Ruth Alfrey
Chili Cottage Pie
1 lb. ground beef or turkey ¼ tsp. salt
¼ tsp. pepper
1 Tbsp. olive oil
1 med. onion, diced 1 can diced tomatoes
1 16 oz. pkg. frozen mixed vegetables
1 cup beef stock
1 can kidney beans, drained & rinsed
1 cup shredded cheese
1 envelope chili seasoning mix
grated parmesan cheese
24 oz. package refrigerated mashed potatoes
1. Preheat oven to 350˚.
2. Cook the ground beef in a large skillet along with the salt &
pepper. Drain & remove from the skillet.
3. Heat the olive oil in the skillet. Add onion & cook until tender.
4. Add beef, mixed vegetables, kidney beans, tomatoes, beef stock,
& chili seasoning mix. Bring to a boil & cook until thick.
5. Transfer to a greased 9 x 13 baking dish.
6. Heat mashed potatoes & spread over top the beef mixture &
sprinkle shredded cheese on top.
7. Baked until bubbly & the cheese is melted, about 15 minutes.
8. Cool 5 minutes & sprinkle with parmesan cheese.
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A big THANK YOU to our church family and friends for
supporting our sub and salad fundraiser! We made over a thousand
dollars. This money goes towards our mission experiences both
locally and out of state. We greatly appreciate your financial support
as well as your prayers!
We also want everyone to know that we will not be needing the
salad bowls back. Due to health guidelines we should not reuse
them. Also, the lids get warped from dishwashers and don't always
fit correctly. Next year we may be switching to a new type of
container.
Congratulations to our Lady Falcon Basketball Team! A few of our
young women play on the team. They are regional champions. Well
done ladies!
Upcoming Events:
Ice Camp: Gabe Senders, Mason Stienbarger and Cincade Drudge
will be attending this year's camp. Roger Burger and Skip Smeltzer
will be chaperoning. These young men and their leaders will be
leaving the church at 6 PM on March 2, 2018 and returning at
approximately 1:30 PM on the 4th. The leaders will drop the youth
off at their homes when they return, so parents will not have to pick
them up. Call or text Shelley Smeltzer at 574-253-2769 if you have
any questions. PLEASE keep these young men in your prayers as
they travel, play, make new friends, and most importantly grow in
their faith during this weekend.
March 11, 2018: Youth cabinet meeting at the church in the
kitchenette room at 11:15 AM. Lunch provided. We will be planning
events for the rest of the school year. Please make this meeting a
priority. Important decisions need to be made.
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Studying God’s Word

Celebrations

Helps for Studying God’s Word
1. The Bible is the most obvious tool you will need in your study.
You might consider having a study Bible and other Bible
translations to help you see a verse in a different way.
2. Research Tools such as a Bible dictionary, concordance,
commentary, and maps. A Bible dictionary will give you a
deeper understanding of the Scriptures and will probably contain
maps.
3. Writing Tools are for marking those verses that catch your
attention while you are studying. There are specific Bible
highlighters and pens that won’t bleed through the pages.
4. You might consider using a journal or a notebook to write your
thoughts about the passages or to write down questions to ask
Pastor Stan.
5. Sticky notes or bookmarks to keep your place while switching
between Bible chapters. The bookmarks Pastor Stan has in his
office show all the books of the Bible. Ask him if you want one.
6. A focused mind and a teachable heart will allow you to be
open to what God has to teach you about the verses you will
study.

1
2
4
5
7
8
11
13

Darla Miller
Jonathan Miller
Nathan Steffen
Olive Steffen
Joe Correll
Kaysen Leiter
Sam Godfrey
Colin Park
Ed Miller
LaVeta Neff
Pam Reedy
Donna Blough
Esther Burger
Eliza Method
Sophia Whitehead

14
15
16
17
19
22
24
27
28
29
30
31

Ciara Clayton
Heidi Mathews
Doris Whitehead
Angi Belsly
Ruth Alfrey
Lynn Marchand
Steve Vander Reyden
Stan Godfrey
Rachel Stiver
Liberty Barton
Willie Miller
Wanda Weirich
Kayli Miller
Drew Lengacher
Judy Hodge

BIBLE QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Mary Magdalene (Luke 8:2) 2. Jesus (Matt. 4:1-3)
3. Judas Iscariot (John 13:2) 4. David (I Chron. 21:1)
5. Elymas (Acts 13:8-10) 6. Ananias (Acts 5:3)
7. 1,000 years (Rev. 20:2-3) 8. Job (Job 2:7)
9. Simon (Luke 22:31) 10. Peter (I Peter 5:8)
ANSWER TO GUESS WHO
Chad Lambright
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6 Jim & Linda Parson
20 Randy & Vanessa Steffen
27 Dean & Marge Neterer
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Calendar

3/03 8:00 AM
10:30 AM

Kitchen cleaning day – see announcements for details
GNNS Registration opens

3/04 11:15 AM

Children’s Church
Chimes Choir Practice for 10-year olds and up

3/05

GNNS Hacienda Give-Back Day

All Day

3/06 5:30 PM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM

Witness Commission Meets
Nurture Commission Meets
Stewards Commission Meets
Worship & Ministry Commission Meets

3/07 5:30 PM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM

Awana meets weekly
Youth meets weekly
Adult Bible Study meets weekly in the cabin

3/09 6:15 PM

Camp Mack’s Annual Fundraiser Dinner

3/11

Daylight Savings Time begins
Chimes Choir Practice for 10-year olds and up

All Day
11:15 AM

3/15 3:00 PM

Greencroft Bible Study

3/16 10:30 AM

60+ Seniors meet in the cabin

3/17 8:00 AM

Men’s breakfast at the Angel’s House of
Pancakes

3/18 9:20 AM
11:15 AM

Children’s Church
Chimes Choir Practice for 10-year olds and up

3/20

Blood Drive at Sunnyside Park

1-6 PM

3/22 6:30 PM

Women’s Fellowship Card Making Class

3/25 9:00 AM

Palm Sunday
Youth Sunday
NO CARRY IN
Love Feast and Communion

4:00 PM
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